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Power without love is reckless and abusive, 
and love without power is sentimental and anemic. 
Power at its best is love implementing the demands of justice 
And justice at its best is power correcting everything that stands against love. 
 

                     Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Dear Partners in Courageous Love, 
 
I’ve been your bishop for less than three years and I find myself needing to say it 
again: we’ve had another year of polarization, loss, exhaustion and more. For many 
of us, the demands have been unrelenting, the unanswerable questions abundant 
and the moments of joy, few. Thankfully, we are on the Way of Christ together. 
 
St. Paul in his letter to the Romans reminds us that moments of suffering are not 
wasted “because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance 
produces character, and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us.” 
 
I am, despite it all, full of hope. I’ve seen so much compassion and flexibility in you 
this year. You have faced the unknown and the uncertain, and responded with 
tremendous grace: loving the neighbor through masks, worshiping creatively online, 
leaning into learnings and actions on racism in our state and nation and world, 
opening your hearts to those displaced by fires and war, offering the sweet kindness 
of phone calls or letters to those most isolated, continuing in generosity through 

 



creative acts of giving, deepened connections with ecumenical and interfaith 
neighbors, and so much more. Thank you! 
 
As a synod, we are blessed and we are blessing. The pandemic has been 
overwhelming AND a catalyst for change. Faithful pastors and deacons, though 
exhausted, continue to love and lead. Creative experiments, long-delayed pruning, 
freedom to fail - many of your congregations and communities are finding possibility 
in the moment. The cracking open of a hard shell of habits is about as likely as a 
stone rolling away from a tomb, but here we are! We are an Easter people! We are 
also 118 congregations, campus ministries and mission starts of the synod, weaving 
our lives together in the unlikely proposition that in us, God can do more than we 
dare dream or imagine. 
 
As our Synod Horizon Statement tells us: 
 

Moved by the Mystery of Love, we are, and are becoming, a wild web 
of relationship, a communion of communities and cultures walking 
into life as we seek the life of the world together, trusting in the 
liberating Spirit Jesus brings. 

 
Our core values as the Oregon Synod are mutual accompaniment, agency and 
dignity of all, wisdom from the edges, integrity and honesty and humility. As we seek 
to walk the Way of Jesus, we will ground our mission and vision in these values. We 
will walk beside one another and the world, not above, serving with a spirit of 
superiority or condescension, or below from a sense of paralysis or shame. We will 
mean what we say and say what we mean. We will listen with special care to the 
voices silenced by White Supremacy and Patriarchy in our culture. We will not over-
function and do for others what they can do for themselves. We will own our 
mistakes and failures and learn from them. We will build community, pray 
continually, listen deeply, act courageously, live humbly and try new things for the 
sake of living and sharing the radical grace of Jesus Christ. We will seek to embody 
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s challenge to live out of the wisdom that 
“power at its best is love implementing the demands of justice and justice at its best 
is power correcting everything that stands against love.” 
 
We are also identifying seven marks of vital congregations and nurturing their 
growth in all corners of our state. Cohorts of pastors, deacons and lay leaders from 



all over Oregon are supporting and learning from each other practices of faith, 
leadership and walking the Way of Jesus with vitality. You might ask yourself how 
your congregation does on the vitality markers rising up from our shared 
exploration: 

 
 

1. A culture of authenticity, trust and capacity for hard conversations over 
isolation, performance and “nice.” 
 

2. Energy and skills for discerning collective vocation (or “mission”) over pastor-
driven vision or little ongoing discernment of a shared vocation. 
 

3. Room for new voices and active engagement of young adults over prioritizing 
opinions of long-time members and internal circles. 
 

4. Strategic collective risk-taking and a learning culture which values experiments 
and mistakes for the sake of growth over safety at all costs and institutional 
preservation. 
 

5. Blurred lines between members and neighbors and many mutual connections 
with the larger world over an attitude of “us and them” or us “serving” them. 
 

6. Many leaders, many decision tables and many natural avenues for new 
leadership development over centralized authority, “earned power” and subtle 
or not-subtle clericalism. 
 

7. Spirit-filled worship in which ritual shapes life and life shapes ritual over static, 
unexamined and unchanging worship styles. 

 
Thank you, for being synod - on the road, together! 
 
This past year, despite the challenges and heartache of an ongoing pandemic which 
reconfigured how we gather, worship, pray, study and accompany God’s beloved 
world, our financial support from you and congregations like yours continued with 
faithfulness and generosity. In 2021, our Table for Courageous Stewardship began 
to gain energy and momentum. Thanks to their work and your faithful generosity, 
synod mission support from congregations and gifts from individuals for the year 



2021 was up almost $130,000. In a pandemic! That means we did not need to cut 
staff or lose any capacity to walk with you, and were in fact able to continue 
supporting our mission starts and to journey with our global partners: Storyline 
Community in Milwaukee, Cully Project in the diverse NE Cully Neighborhood, 
Queer Enough, our LGBTQIA justice and love community, Mid-Willamette Valley 
Latino Ministry at Immanuel Lutheran in Silverton, Storydwelling Community in Bend, 
Together Lab throughout the state, and our global companion synod, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Poland - a voice of sanity, love and resistance in a 
nation facing extreme polarization and war on their borders. 
 
Other work continues. As a synod, clusters and congregations we have engaged in 
brand new and often difficult conversations around the history of racism and land in 
Oregon, questions of sustainability and possibilities for Leaving a Legacy, climate 
change and its relationship to wildfire and pandemics, unfolding ecumenical and 
interfaith partnership opportunities, disaster preparedness and how it connects to 
congregational vitality and so much more. 
 
The larger context of faith communities in the U.S. is changing rapidly, as you all 
know, hastened by the pandemic. Statistically fewer people are finding their way to 
institutional religion of any kind. Yet, I find myself wondering, when has community 
and hope been more important?  
 
Because of you and your engaged embodiment of Christ’s Way, the Oregon Synod 
has welcomed ten pastors or soon-to-be pastors and a deacon to new calls in the 
months since our last Assembly. These gifted rostered leaders include: Pastor 
Miranda Bermes-Goller to Spirit of Grace, Hood River; Pastor Paul Strike to New Life, 
Florence; Pastor Jane Baker to Atonement, Newport; Deacon Cora Lea Rose to a 
specialized ministry of Poverty Alleviation and Faith Formation in Brookings; Pastor 
Kaitlyn Pabo-Eulberg to Chaplaincy at St. Vincent Hospital; Pastor Aimee Bruno to 
Trinity, Gresham; Pastor Alyssa Auguston to Gloria Dei in Coos Bay; Logan McLean-
Strike to Florence UMC; Pastor Jennifer Beil to Chaplaincy at Kindred at Home; Scott 
Leon LaCross to Bethel, Portland, and Pastor Joel Rothe to Resurrection, Portland. 
 
The vocation of each of these new leaders grew through years of faithful nurture and 
discipling in congregations like yours. In the past six months, despite the pandemic, 
the synod has continued supporting its 23 active candidates and discerners as they 
prepare to serve as rostered ministers in the ELCA. Currently our candidates are 



attending a multitude of seminaries with the greatest number at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California, Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota 
and Claremont School of Theology in Salem, Oregon.  
 
As we turn to face the future in this year ahead, I pray that we too are able to see and 
hear the ways our Holy One is inviting us to let go of all that does not serve, and to 
step into the unimaginable: what new structures, new creative worship and fearless 
future leadership lie in store for US? Do we dare listen fully to God’s call? 
 
Thank you for being partners in living God’s grace. Thanks also to the Oregon Synod 
staff who labor in the gospel with you with all of their heart, mind and spirit: Pr. 
Melissa Reed, Bishop’s Associate, Juan Carlos La Puente, Bishop’s Associate, Jemae 
McCanna, Synod Administrator, Pr. Matta Ghaly, Synod Candidacy Coordinator, 
Sarah Strausbaugh, Synod Communications Coordinator, Dr. Christie Bernklau-
Halvor, SALM and Lay Education Coordinator and Jack Mandeville, DEM Grants 
Coordinator. I am blessed to work with this team and blessed to call myself your 
bishop. 
 
Yours in God’s service, 

 
Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar 
Oregon Synod 
ELCA 
 

OREGON SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2022 
BISHOP’S STATISTICAL REPORT 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

April 2021-March 2022 
___________________________________________________________________ 

  

ELCA Rostered Leaders Who Accepted Calls or Moved into the Synod 

Alyssa Augustson…………………………………………………….Gloria Dei, Coos Bay 



Aimee Bruno……………………………………………………………….Trinity, Gresham 

Cora Lea Rose………………………………………..St. Timothy’s Episcopal, Brookings 

Diane Eller…………………………………………………………………………..Disability 

Dan Heath………………………………………………………………………………OLFC 

Gavin Dluehosh….………………………….Legacy Emanuel Medical Center, Portland 

Joel Rothe……………………………………………………………Resurrection, Portland 

Joseph Johnson……………………………………………………………………….Retired 

Kaitlin Pabo-Eulberg………………………………….………Providence Health Services 

Scott Leon LaCross…………………..…………………………………..…Bethel, Portland 

Logan McLean Strike……………………….……..Florence United Methodist, Florence 

Miranda Bermes-Goller……………………………………….Spirit of Grace, Hood River 

Paul Strike…………………………………………………………………New Life, Florence 

  

  

ELCA Rostered Leaders Who Moved Within the Synod 

Jane Baker……………………………………………………………...Atonement, Newport 

Jennifer Beil……………………………………………….Kindred at Home, Lake Oswego 

  

 

ELCA Rostered Leaders who Moved out of the Synod 

Hilary Bitz…………………………………………………..………NW Intermountain Synod 

John Eide…………………………………………….……………….. North Carolina Synod 

Terry Graunke…………………………………………………..……..North Carolina Synod 

Kaileen Hogan Brink…..…………………………………………….. North Carolina Synod 

Laura Schwerin…………………………………………………….…. North Carolina Synod 

Joel Westby ……………………………………………….…..Eastern North Dakota Synod 

  

Interns Serving in the Synod 



Ben Nickodemus…………………………………………………………...Central, Eugene 

Sena Norton……………………………………………Christ the Good Shepherd, Salem 

  

Retirements 

Glenn Chase June…………………………………………………………….……….1, 2021 

Patricia Hughes………………………………………………………….……August 1, 2021 

David Johnsen…………………………………………………………..November 15, 2021 

Michael Keys…………………………………………………………………..June 15th, 2021 

Joe Medley……………………………………………………………………January 1, 2022 

John Reutter-Harrah……………………………………………………...January 30th, 2022 

Andrew Yong………………………………………………………………..February 1, 2021 

 

Significant Anniversaries of Ordinations 

25 YEARS 

Rev. Joseph E McInnis……………………………………………………………11/15/1997 

Rev. Laurie A Jones………………………………………………………………...6/15/1997 

  

30 YEARS 

Rev. Siew Fong (Andrew) Yong…………………………………………………..5/17/1992 

Rev. Brian E Brandt…………………………………………………………………8/23/1992 

Rev. Katherine W. Martin………………………………………………………...12/27/1992 

Rev. Mark C Pederson……………………………………………………………….4/5/1992 

  

35 YEARS 

Rev. Aaron J Couch………………………………………………………………..4/15/1987 

Rev. David H Brauer-Rieke…………………………………………………………8/2/1987 

Rev. David L Balch…………………………………………………………………..6/7/1987 

Rev. Gary Connors-Nelson………………………………………………………..9/19/1987 



Rev. Larry J Jorgenson………………………………………………………….…6/14/1987 

Rev. Melinda J Wagner……………………………………………………………6/20/1987 

Rev. Michael A Ostrom……………………………………………………………...6/1/1987 

  

40 YEARS 

Rev.  Joel K LiaBraaten…………………………………………………………….7/18/1982 

Rev.  Mark A Gilderhus……………………………………………………………7/11/1982 

Rev.  Randall L Schutt…………………………………………………………….12/12/1982 

  

45 YEARS 

Deacon Judy L Jernberg……………………………………………………………1/1/1977 

Rev. Dan Hallgrimson……………………………………………………………….6/5/1977 

Rev. Gregory Ames………………………………………………………………….6/5/1977 

Rev. Newton Kerney……………………………………………………………….7/20/1977 

Rev. Paul Gross………………………………………………………………………1/1/1977 

Rev. Thomas Hiller……………………………………………………………….11/20/1977 

Rev. William Moos………………………………………………………………..…9/4/1977 

  

50 YEARS 

Rev. Gary V Blumanthal……………………………………………………………8/13/1972 

  

55 YEARS 

Rev. David E Wilder………………………………………………………………...6/15/1967 

Rev. James K Bornzin..……………………………………………………………..5/24/1967 

Rev. Lawrence I Rosenkoetter….…………………………………………………..7/2/1967 

  

60 YEARS 

Rev. Frank J Brocker…………….…………………………………………………6/10/1962 



  

65 YEARS 

Rev. Leonard S Nelson………….…………………………………………………6/23/1957 

Rev. Wesley L Sackmann……….…………………………………………………7/21/1957 

  

70 YEARS 

Rev.  James L Seiffert………………………………………………………………5/18/1952 

  

Congregation Anniversaries 

Zion Lutheran Church, The Dalles….…………………………………………....125 years 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Seaside…………………………………………...75 years 

 
 
 


